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I The Tbrrison 1T~use is a t ~ i o - s t o r y ,  sing16 p i l e ,  brick toim hcluse with a 

Later two-s tory brick rear e l l .  Roth t1.e min section of t he  hausc and 
t h ~  rear e l l  are covered by shall* gable roofs, w i t h  thc mitin section 
having a wooden box cornice, and t he  e l l  having FI mnlded brick c o r n i c t  
typical of Valley s tructurss of the mid-nineteenth century, 7"ne hcuse 1 fxhibi ts s ilrple but pleasing propar efona n f  an ala~os t rmthcrnatica? 
regularity. This r e g u l a r i t y  is echoed in t h e  superb Flemish bond hrickamrk 

I 
in the main sec?ion. The YOUUI wall in part icular  is notable zs being a 
.rare surviving exampf e a5 Valley Flemish bond ai th a glazed header pat tern, 
This brtckwork, w i t h  i t c  very thin and even mortar j o in t s  is mare similar i: 
the brickrjork o E Philadelphia than of eastern Virgir~ia .  Glazed headers are 
ernploycd bnly randomly in the other walls of the b u i l d i n g .  I 3 2  house's 
Eounda tion is of the native limes tone laid in f rregula:: ashlar, and is join 
3nt.o the  brfck walls by a quarter-round brick water ta5le. fie Later rea? 
el1 is l a i d  i r i  cormma borid with Flemish .varin tiorr; .m:d i~ very s k i l l f r ~ l  I y 
joined to t h e  main part of the house. The main set t ion is heated by two 
tntexior end chimncyst whilc the wing has an i n k a r i r r  end chirney and a 
s i d e  chimney. 

On the interior of t h e  main sect ion,  a11 four pr inc ipa l  rooms and the  La11 
retain the ir  original basrhaard and c h a i r  r a i l .  The hall features its 
original three-stmy open s trfnq stair wi th its very r e f i n e d  s c r o l l ~ d  C ~ S ,  

The first f l  nor north rtrcrn is notable for i t s  f jne rceded mankc1 flar.ke3 
by mtc'hing b u i l t - i n  glass door cupboards. 

Both the  interior and exterior of the  house are essentially unql t-pred, 
rtztainlng 'nearly . a l l  the ar iginal *fabric .f.rr a goad s ta te  tiE prese~-\ration. 
Thc house i s  i n  good s tructural  c cnd i t i on .  . a 
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Believed to be the second oldest  h w s e  still standing ic i 'zrrisvnburg, the  
Elorrison ?louse is a practically unaltered example of the Shenandoah Valley 
brick town houses of the Federal period trhich were once n c z r o u s  i r i  the 

M 
towns and  v i l l zgrs  a long  t h e - m a i n  :'Jallcy P i k e s .  The design and constructio:t 

Z of the house exhibits influences f r o m  both eastern Virginia and Yenrisyl-ranic . 
0 A notabtr: feature of the d w e l l i n g  is the sup2rb Flemish hord Srj.ckt.~ort, and - especially the glazed header pattern in the north wall. This header 
b pattern could perhaps be the latefir. example of i t s  typ= exLent in Virginia, 

The noted Valley historian, John W, Flayland jn kj s bock $isto::ic IhxrisonS;. 
concluded tha t  tbc house was built between 1820 and 1624 by Joseph Thornton 
replacing an earlier log structure on the l o t .  A n  1824 map of a portion cl' 

t I  the c i t y  refe.rred to the l o c a t i ~ n  as Thcrn~on 's I;rLck House." A l a  tcr 
owner, hndrew Ir i ck ,  addcd the rear e l l  in 1845.  The e l l  rras ~ c d  as a 
pos t  o f f i c e  i n  1854, and later served as a tavern. In 1858, t h e  Hcrrison 
famiLy occupitid the housc; and -purchased it several' years later .  - The 
Morrison ncrllrancy terminated one htrndre6 y ~ a r s  later  with thc death of 
H i s s  Elizabeth Morrison i n  1968. 



Tcrrell, Isaac brig. Old Houses in Rockinsham Cvu~i ry  1 7 5 0  1850. 
Vcrona, Va. : PlcCIure Printing Co:cyaoy , 197-3. 

Wayland, John, His tor ic k~rr i sonb irr - ,  Staunton, ?!a. : WcClure Yr inking 
C orpany , 19C9. 

-- . - - - -- ---. - - . 1. 

- -- --- - -- *- --, --. - . . 
L L T ~ T J D E  4 N @  LUCI2IlU5L EOQRDlhlP YES 

C O R N E R  L A  I I T U U C  L A Y  ITUOE - - . - 
' MW 0 , . f .  

38 o 27 ' 00 e . 
0 . O  

52' " 1 5  " 
N E e 

s E 0 .O . a .  . .$[  ;' i ., 
$W Q Q -- -A,---.. ----.----- 

APPROXIMATE A C R E C ~ G E  OF. N C ~ * ~ K A T ~ U  PROCC-TYT T.CBS than t r n  ncres ,  _ - -- --Am--.--- ----. - 
L I S T  A L L  S T S T E S  A N D  C.:!JNTITS FOi( PROPERTIF5 O V E R L A P P L N G  S T A T E  0 3  C O U h T Y  BOU?UD*RIEz --. . --------- 
S T  ATE:  

-- 
S T A T E :  

- 
S T *  re: 

I S T *  T E '  

j r  j. FORM P R E P A R ~ C Y  A -  

N A M E  AND T I T L E :  

Virginia l l i s  toric ---- . - -- - 
O R G A N 1  Z A I I C N  

1. . 1.:. 

Virginia llis to r ic  Landxrks Gomission 
- - - -. 

STREET A N D  YUMB5R- I:--- 
Ninth -- Street Office Building 

Y S T ~ T E  -- 
a-- 

--- - - . -- - - 
[ T ~ ~ G G N  DFFiCER C C R i i  FIC4 I ION 

I-- - NATIDYAL REGCSTE? V E R E I C P I  IV;r 

A s  the do~lannt+rl  Stntc I ,~o i son  0:iicrr for :hu Nu. 
lionat flr;loric Prcsrruarwn ACL of 1966 (Publrc 1 . 3 ~  

19-66 S), f trrtctry nnml~rntn thi t p*oy*r!y lor inc[uslnn 

In the N a t i b n a l - R c ~ i s t c r  a d  ce;:if> t b t  it bas becn 

evaluatt'rl n c c ~ r d i n g  to the cri1v:rd and p r o c c d u r c ~  t p t  

forth by th..- Siatiilnal P,:L S r r \  i c ~ .  I h e  rccomme~~fed 

1cr;e: DI signiricnne& nl flus n ~ ~ i u l i c ~ r  ir: 

K a t i m ~ n r  n S!:lte Local 

Dr. Edward P, Alexsnder, ~ha>%l.an 

I h e r e b y  ce*tilj '  t h j ~  pro(*rItjr Ls inclurkd in  the 

N*tlvnal Reeistrbr. 

Chihi~f, Oftice of n-cheoiogy and Ii~sroric Preservation 

s inn 





' ~ u r m  1C.?01 UNITED S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E ~ T  O F  THE INTERIOR 
( J v l f  1 g 6 4 j  NATICFIAL PARI; SE 4'71LE 

NAflOffAL REGISTER OF HlSTORiC PLACES 

PREP ERTY MAP FORd 

(Type  ull entries - attach to  or cnclase w i t h  map) 

1 Vir:ginia- - 
C O U N T Y  

- - - -  - - - 
CO+.~MON: M n r  r i ~  QII-UOY s e - - -  

W & ! r ~ ~ e r  o£  intexscction of West. Ehrket and  Korth L i b e r t y  Streets  
C I T Y  O R  town: t 

1 
S T  k T E  C 9 W E  

k-, 660 
3. MAP REFERENCE -- 4 

7%' , quadrangle H a r r i s s + u r ~ ,  Va.  
c A L 5: 1 24000 -- --==-I 

T O  BE INCLUDE0 ON A L L  M A P S  

I.  P ~ o ~ e r t y  broundarirs w h e r e  tcquircd. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lati tude ond tangitude referenr:e. 

- --I _-fI__I--_ -+-+------I---- - -- 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  ?klF I t4TFRtOR S T A T E  

MATIIXJAL P A R K  S E R V I C E  I-+ Virgin ia  I 
LOUN T Y  

N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  HISTORIC PLACES -1 
P R O P E R T Y  PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

C N T R Y  NLI '4YE.H 
(Type all elltries attach to  or enclose wi!h pl'ro:ograph) 

----+ - -- I 

---- --- 

------- .. .- 
T F l t  E T  A N D  N U k t B E R .  I 

S T A T E :  

1*a.-- --..- 
PHOTO R E F E Z C N C E  -- - 

. RocIcin..:11anCo~lniy Histg-jcal Soci@_ty_ 
- - ---- 

'EG416vt * I ;  Sockj t~zl~arrl County i l i c t o r i c a l  S o c i ~ . t y  

View from the southcas t .  






